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10/16/2015 - https://www.facebook.com/VoxNativaTaiwan/posts/1481521802153673  

 

Looking back 7 years of Vox Nativa's history, this is about remote education. The road is tough, but 

not lonely, because there are so many people showing up timely to lend their helping hands. They 

are all known as "angels". Angels appeared in 2013 USA tour and 2014 Japan tour. No exception for 

2015 Europe tour. Clare Chen is THE angel. Clare is the chairperson of Vocal Asia, also the Asia head 

consultant for the Vienna Master Courses.  We appreciate and treasure the smooth journey of 

the 2015 Europe tour, mainly due to the connection and effort of Clare Chen.   

 

-------------------------------------------- Below is written by Clare Chen -------------------------------------------- 

Exactly one year ago, I was recuperating at home after leg surgery due to car accident. About 2 

weeks later, Principal Ma (Bukut), Principal Hung, and two executive members of the Vox Nativa 

Association visited me. I knew them since the first annual Starry Night Concert on the Jade 

Mountain. For the past 5 years, this was the first time they came to my home. Between chatting 

here and there, they threw me a task of Vox Nativa Choir touring Europe. I was still in a wheelchair. 

Not knowing the load and consequences, I took on the challenge. Afterwards, I had to bite the 

bullets and went to Europe 3 times, still with crutches. After a few rounds of negotiation and 

coordination, it seems that finally a decent tour arrangements were made.  

 

For the past month, you must have seen the Vox articles on Facebook about the wonderful 

performances in many places. Our first stop was Poland's Poznan. We had a musical exchange with 

Poznan Nightingales (deeply related to Poznan Philharmonic) Choir which was founded 70 years 

ago. Next we had a special concert in the Poznan Music School, getting a standing ovation. In 

Poznan we held a public concert in God's Mother of Sorrows Church. This was a joint concert between 

us and the Poznan Boys Choir, conducted by the world famous chorus master Mr. Jacek Skyulsky. 

Ambassador and Mrs. Zheng-Ming Chen and community leaders cheered the performance, all excited.  

 

We visited Germany's Berlin twice. Before visiting Poland, we were in Berlin touring Berlin 

Philharmonic. The Vox Nativa choir were lucky to audition in the main and auxiliary concert halls. I 

told myself and prayed to be able to hold a concert here in the future (please pray with me to fulfill this 

goal). Upon returning from Poland, we were in Berlin again. This time we and our song witnessed a 

history. Taiwan Ambassador Chen presented a copy of the 1921 Sino-German Treaty to the Deutsches 

Historisches Museum. The original of this historical document was kept in Taipei's National Palace 

Museum. In Berlin we visited Bettina-von-Arnim-Schule and the hosting families. A joint concert was 

held in the school. While singing the piece "The Sky of Taipei", a few choristers approached to the 

seating area and held audience's hands. One of honorable audience is Uruguay Ambassador to Germany. 

He was the Ambassador to Taiwan in the past and lived in Taipei for several years. Due to nostalgia, he 

was moved and cried. Next to him was Ambassador Hua-Yu Chen of Taiwan; she was wiping and 

fighting her tears as well. When the concert was over, the performance again earned a standing ovation. 
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Our last stop to Austria's Vienna, the music capital of the world. We held concert in the most beautiful 

Church - St. Peter's Church. This should be the most important concert for the entire Europe tour. The 

audience included Ambassador and Mrs. Lian-Jun Chen and many community leaders. There are many 

VIPs of the music community in the audience, including the Dean of Vienna Academy of Music, the 

former Dean of Vienna Conservatory of Church, the Executive Director of Vienna Organ Association, 

the founder of the Vienna Master Classes, the governing President of the Vienna Master Classes. There 

was even a principal brought his subordinates and family members, because he had been to Vox 

performance in Taiwan. He drove several hours to attend the concert. It is particularly worth mentioning 

is the new Dean of the Vienna Music Academy. She took the office this very day and brought her 

husband to attend our concert. Afterwards, she asked me specifically to send her the group photo. She 

wanted to put the picture in her (Dean's) office. 

 

The finale of the entire tour is the program with Vienna Boys' Choir. This was an unprecedented 

exchange conducted in the Vienna Boys Choir's headquarters. Both chorus groups (i.e. Vienna and 

Vox) first sang their own favorite songs. Then joined hands to sing together. This heavenly and 

beautiful voice echoed in the 700 plus years old palace hall, as well as engraved in the hearts of all 

the beloved guests.  

 

Two weeks after returning home, I made a second surgery to pull nail from my leg. During the 

recovery period, I suddenly realized that this accidental injury was a blessing. A bless and 

wonderful gift from the Lord.  

 

Vox Nativa Choir's tour received so much support and love from Taiwan foreign offices and 

numerous friends. In addition and particularly, I'd like to express my sincere appreciation to a few 

key people. They deserved my unforgiving respect and blessing. They are: Jacek Sykulsk (Poland 

Master of Chorus and Composer); Christian Jost (German Master of Composer and Conductor), 

Professor Guenther Theuring (Founder of the Vienna Master Classes, Emeritus Professor of Vienna 

Music Academy); Professor Wolfgang Reisinger (Former Dean of Vienna Conservatory of Church, the 

Executive Director of Vienna Organ Association). 
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